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under the American flag dress ship on that
day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 23, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 21, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 24.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on United
States Trade and Investment Policy
Toward Sub-Saharan Africa and
Implementation of the African
Growth and Opportunity Act
May 18, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 106 of title I of the

Trade and Development Act of 2000 (Public
Law 106–200), I transmit herewith the 2001
Comprehensive Report of the President on
U.S. Trade and Investment Policy toward
Sub-Saharan Africa and Implementation of
the African Growth and Opportunity Act.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 18, 2001.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 21.

Commencement Address at Yale
University in New Haven,
Connecticut
May 21, 2001

President Levin, thank you very much.
Dean Brodhead; fellows of the Yale Corpora-
tion; fellow Yale parents, families, and grad-
uates. It’s a special privilege to receive this
honorary degree. I was proud 33 years ago
to receive my first Yale degree; I’m even

prouder that in your eyes I’ve earned this
one.

I congratulate my fellow honorees. I’m
pleased to share this honor with such a distin-
guished group. I’m particularly pleased to be
here with my friend, the former President
of Mexico. Señor Presidente, usted es un
verdadero lider, y un gran amigo.

I congratulate all the parents who are here.
It’s a glorious day when your child graduates
from college. It’s a great day for you; it’s a
great day for your wallet. [Laughter] Most
important, congratulations to the class of
2001. To those of you who received honors,
awards, and distinctions, I say, well done.
And to the C students I say, you, too, can
be President of the United States. [Laughter]
A Yale degree is worth a lot, as I often remind
Dick Cheney—[laughter]—who studied
here, but left a little early. So now we know:
If you graduate from Yale, you become Presi-
dent; if you drop out, you get to be Vice
President. [Laughter]

I appreciate so very much the chance to
say a few words on this occasion. I know Yale
has a tradition of having no commencement
speaker. I also know that you’ve carved out
a single exception. Most people think that
to speak at Yale’s commencement, you have
to be President. But over the years, the speci-
fications have become far more demanding.
Now you have to be a Yale graduate; you
have to be President; and you have had to
have lost the Yale vote to Ralph Nader.

This is my first time back here in quite
a while. I’m sure that each of you will make
your own journey back at least a few times
in your life. If you’re like me, you won’t re-
member everything you did here. [Laughter]
That can be a good thing. [Laughter] But
there will be some people and some mo-
ments you will never forget.

Take, for example, my old classmate Dick
Brodhead, the accomplished dean of this
great university. I remember him as a young
scholar, a bright lad—[laughter]—a hard
worker. We both put a lot of time in at the
Sterling Library, in the reading room, where
they have those big leather couches. [Laugh-
ter] We had a mutual understanding. Dick
wouldn’t read aloud, and I wouldn’t snore.
[Laughter]
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